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Passion Meets Purpose:

WE SEE YOU

By Sweet Baby J’ai

Passion Meets Purpose:
Meet Anyse Smith, the Lawyer with a Cause

Alright, buckle up, because I'm about to confess
something that might make you snort your
coffee: I'm a total passion-aholic. Not the "OMG,
Brad Pitt is my soulmate!" or the J-Lo kind of
falling in love over and over again kind of
passion. No, | swoon over people who light up
when they talk about what makes them tick.
Whether they're rocking out on a guitar or
teaching toddlers their ABCs, their enthusiasm is
my kryptonite.

Recently, this passion-meter went into full melt-

down over a young woman named Anyse Smith. Now, hold your horses, | know what
you're thinking: "Affordable housing in Palm Desert? Is that really your idea of a love
story?" But let me tell you, when Anyse talked about creating safe havens for families, her
eyes positively crackled. It wasn't just bricks and mortar; she was building dreams, one
brick at a time. Her passion for this cause was like a human hurricane, sucking me in and
leaving me clinging to every word (even though | don't even live in Palm Desert, might |
add!).

Anyse wasn't born with a silver spoon in her mouth, but she was practically raised with a
ladle full of community service. Her folks, a doctor and a nurse, instilled in her a fierce
sense of helping others — like a walking Hallmark card come to life. But life threw a major
curveball at sixteen when her mom passed away from cancer. Talk about a reality check.
Suddenly, Anyse was navigating the teenage angst jungle without her biggest cheerleader.

Despite the gut punch, Anyse wasn't about to let life roll over her. She racked up degrees
like they were going out of style — a Bachelor's from George Washington, a Master's from
Paris Sorbonne University in Abu Dhabi (fancy, right?). But even with all that brainpower,
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the grief over her mom wouldn't budge. All those textbooks
just kept the pain simmering under the surface, a recipe for
some serious emotional turmoil.

So, Anyse did what any self-respecting, slightly-unraveling Anyse
young woman would do: she moved back to California. Smlth
Unfortunately, this homecoming came with a side of addiction P LM Il
issues. But hey, nobody's perfect, right? The good news? i ——
Anyse refused to be defined by her struggles. In 2014, she
graduated from the Gateway Program at the Coachella Valley

Rescue Mission, basically flipping the script on her life.

This brush with addiction became the fuel for Anyse’s community service rocket. She
started out managing transitional living homes, then leveled up to overseeing a program
that basically said, "Here's a place to live, no strings attached." Talk about a champion for
those in need! Her passion for justice and advocacy even propelled her towards a
law degree, because apparently, one good deed deserves another.

Today, Anyse is a lawyer, a professor, and a community powerhouse all rolled into one.
She's everywhere, from fighting for better housing options to empowering at-risk youth.
This woman is basically a walking Juneteenth parade — a testament to resilience, hope, and
the power of one person to make a difference.

So, the next time you think passion is all about butterflies
and stolen glances, remember Anyse. Her story is a
reminder that sometimes, the most powerful love stories
are the ones written in the fight for a better tomorrow.
And hey, maybe affordable housing can be romantic after
all. As we keep an eye on her journey, let's root for her
dedication to making a positive impact in the desert. In
an era where Congress is dysfunctional, it's refreshing to
see the next generation of lawmakers like Anyse
stepping up to ensure our communities grow and thrive.
It's important that we pay attention to the down-ballot
races, city councils, and school boards, because they represent the foundations of our
house. Let's rally behind those working to keep our communities on track and support their
efforts toward progress and prosperity. We can all step in for her mom and be her
cheerleaders. Go Anyse, Go!

For more information, check her out at https://www.anyseforpd.com. And whp
knows, maybe you’ll all fall in love with her vision along the way.
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